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open book

AN SMPTY-NESTER COUPLE DOWNSIZES HIGH ABOVE THE
CITY, RELAXING INTO A FRESH TAKE ON CIASSICAL STYLE

WRITTEN 07 JORGE S, ARANGO  vuninnaaiuy o WERNER SYRAUSE

ife ts a constant evolation of tastes: As Exra Pound once

observed, “There &8 no reason why the same man should

like the same books at 18 and at 487 Discovering more

. J than a preference for different literature after their children
left home, Chicago-based financial services consultant Tom Thilman
and his wife Laura tumed a page In their own stoey when scaling down
to a smaller residence. "We didn't just start a new chapter,” says Laura
of their move from the suburbs to the city, "We neally dosed the whole

book on our 25 years in Winnetka,”

After selding their home in that quaint village north of Chicago and
spending a transitionary stint in a co-op in the dity, the couple purchased
an apartent in what &5 anguably one of the mast prestigious Gold Coast
addresses imaginable: 2 1929 French Renaissance Revival high-rise
designed by the firm McNally & Quinn, but with Rosario Candela,
famcus for his Park Avenue bulidings, acting as associate architect
“We basically took a four-bedroom apartment and repurposed it as a
two-bedroom,” says designer Tom Stringer, who worked on the home
alongside profect associate Becky Yager. Fortunately, he adds, "It had
glorious spaces that hadn't been ruined by multiple generations of
decision makirg" This became the backdrop for what one could call

“the new book of Thilman,”
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ADannis & Leen mirrer, theough Holly Hant

hargs above [he homeowners stone conselo
 the entry hall, which features walls covered in
Sludty Silk freen O L. Couch Tha bowd o from

lecal Chirese antiquities doaler Pagods Red

With all of Candela’s inherent trademarks present~2 % inch-thick

details and main

oak strip floors, elegant paneling, plaster mold
rooms arranged in a majestic enfilade—public spaces were preserved

la

gely Intact. However, restoration of some Getails was required, and
the team-—which also included architect Joan Craig, project architect
Erich Wefing and general contractor Barry Sylvester—had to rethink

for their clie

the spaces new lifestyle

For instance, the existing dining room became a family room. “I'm

ne with cooking!™ exclaima Laura with relief. Stringer then created
two seating areas in the sprawling living room, dividing them with a
table that expands to accommodate 10 for family holidays and the
rare dinner party. An island that seats two in the new kitchen is where

the couple now oc

lonally dine; the space Is often used 1o enjoy

cockzails and hors d'ocuvres
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Above 1 = a panting browght back from Venice
by the Pusband's pere:

ts 60 years 290

Because the Thilmans desired a huxurious m

saite, the back of the
apartment was altered more dramatically, "Our Winnetka bedroom was
always nice,” says Laura, "but iz

k

n't just ours;

ds were inand o

of there all the time.” So

raig collapsed 05 INtO ODC som with

2 bathroom and one master suite with his-and-her baths, “the secret

of a happy marriage,”

we architect also widened the doorway

between the newly designed kitchen she renovated and the family rocar

Any good book demands some editing, of course

Stringer hdped
the Thilmans cull their own possessions and give what remained a more

modem

Duneer

freely mixing in traditionally st

ed contemporary

fumishings “They'd been through a phase of decorating th

pattern

n pattemn,” he says. In order to make things dassical yet fresh, vital and
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Left: Mirrered doors hise a fre ext
 the wile's Bath, which showcases
Waterworas' onyx-and-martie
mosai floor, cabinetry by Exclusve
Woodweorking and & chair trom
Robuck & Company Anliques in
Atlanta. Far left: Chelsea Edtions
crowehweek draperios sipared the
palette in the master bedroom,
wtere 3 Niermann Weeks bed
faces & custom armoite.
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Dessn Fournir's Margan table and the homeowners
ensting chairs, re-covered in Holly Mart's Geeat
Plains Hoart & Soul and Rese Tarlow's Mani Check,
center the Lvang room below Baker's Georgan
lardern. Righe: The homeowners colliection of shver
candlesticks oo the table

younger, we approached fabeics in a different way.” Stringer instead reserved

pattern for accents—pillows, rugs and draperics—while upholstery choices

were primarily made in solid s, velvets and weaves. mostly in a palette of

canel, charcoal and ivory. This makes rooms dean enough 10 acconenodate

grand gestures: an imposing hintern in the biving room, an impressively

scaled chandeber in the family rooen and bold graphic patterrs on rugs. And

1o knpart a sense of continuity, "A minor color in one space becores pramary

in another, 0 rooms evolve and Bow,” says Stringer
In the end, did the Thilmans' literaey tastes actually change? Probably not
But, metaphoncally at Jeast, Stringer’s and Craig’s maneuvers mumic a smilar

evolution: They transport this residence from Borid prose 1o spare poetry




Hengon & Company's coarse
Madagascar cloth walkcovering =
acasual emalope for the bbrary's
period buslt-in shelving and
trim, panved in Pratt & Lambert's
Rowbidoux 2304-000. The sof
hue of Jim Thompson's gray
matelassé on the Dessn Fourne
chairs s & sedate counterposm
to the ottornan’s Manuel Canovas
cut+velvet florad tabric
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